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While the nation is in alert 
levels 3 and 4, the church 

building will be closed and 
there will be no Masses, 
liturgies or Sacraments 

celebrated. 

 

§ The parish office will be 
answering emails remotely 

§ A priest will be available via 
our office phone at (04) 473 
8074 from 9am - 12pm. 

§ The Angelus newsletter will 
still be published online each 
week. 

§ Our website will have 
reguarly updated 
information, as well as links 
to prayer resources and 
livestreamed Masses: 
www.smoa.org.nz 

26 April 2020, 3rd Sunday of  Easter 

During the week I was sent this reflection on this Sundayõs Gospel reading. I found it 
helpful and encouraging and so I would like to share it with you. Perhaps you can use it 
for further reflection during the coming week.  

Fr Kevin Mowbray SM 
ñParish Priest 

This gospel story often known as The Road to Emmaus is rich with themes found through 
Lukeõs gospel: journey, faith as seeing, sharing meals and hospitality. The story has 
everything: distress, suspense, a gradual dawning of light. Itõs such a human story with its 
theme of journey, dashed hopes, and turning to someone who might or mightnõt help. It 
holds the discovery that Scripture  can unlock a door, that hospitality  reveals Jesus with 
us and this awareness warms our heartsé even makes them burn. 

Read Luke 24:13-35 or be with this beautiful icon written by 
Phil Dyer which brings the Emmaus journey into our own 
country. 

St Ignatius Loyola urges you to ask for what you desire: 
òan intimate knowledge of Jesus the Lord so that you may love Him more 
and follow Him more closely.ó (Spiritual Exercises # 104) 

Enter into to the scene by imagining yourself on the way to 
Emmaus with two disciples of Jesus. The two feel despondent 
and disillusioned. Perhaps they have left their companions 
behind in the locked upper room in Jerusalem in order to walk 
the 7 kms to the village of Emmaus. 

As you go, talk with Jesus about your experience of these lockdown days. What is it like in 
your bubble?  Or as a caregiver or essential worker?  What is your awareness of the wider 
world at this time? Listen for how Jesus responds to your story. Be aware of how you feel 
with òthe Stranger- Jesusó as you tell your story. A longing wells up in you to invite him 
into your placeé your home or workplace. Open your hands, or even go to your door 
and open it as a symbol of welcoming Jesus. 

Stay in the company of the Risen Jesus, feeling his presence with you like the disciples 
around the table at Emmaus. 

St Richard of Chichester first wrote in the 13th century: 
òO Lord, may I see You more clearly 
Love You more dearly 
Follow You more nearly, 
Day by day.ó 

End with a prayer for the world and all people. Give thanks for the gift of this time of 
prayer. Think about how you live out this Gospel in the week ahead. 

ñAnne Powell, Cenacle Sisters 
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Planned Giving Donations  
As we cannot take cash or envelope donations during 
this time, we ask that you make your donations via 
internet banking. Our details are as follows: 
 
Bank:                       BNZ 
Bank Account:         02 0536 0003242 24 
Account Name:       St Mary of the Angels Parish 
Reference:               [your planned giving number] 
Code:                      [your surname] 
 
If you are unsure of your planned giving number, or 
are interested in signing up for our planned giving 
programme, please email the parish office 
at smoaoffice@xtra.co.nz 

Please pray for:  

Recently Deceased: Sue Loader 

Anniversaries: Joseph Churchward, Ches Tomaszyk, Jean Auld, Linton Eskrigge, John Keating, Jung Jieun, Ian 

Jones, Stewart Dickson, Mark Fitzgerald, David Butler 

Prayers for the Sick: Peter Aldridge, Tony Crawley, John Adams, Fr Tom OõConnor sm, Geoff Sweet, Dianne Sweet, 
Losalia Leo, Patricia Smyth, John Foden, John Mora, Kerry Barber, Pam Finlayson, Paul and 
Francisca Sparnaay, Brendan Gilmore, Shirley OõBrien, Pat Johnson, Peter Aston, Henry 
Prendergast, Barbara and Vic Stairs, Josephine McLean 

 Please remember these and any others in the Parish who are ill. If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with 
 Holy Communion, please contact Sister Frances at the parish office. 

ANZAC Day  
Anzac Day Mass: 

§ Cardinal John Dew will be celebrating Mass on 
ANZAC Day from the chapel at Viard House. 
This will be online at 9am this Saturday 25 April 
via YouTube - click here for the link. 

ANZAC Services: 

§ Virtual service in lieu of the usual Wellington 
South service at Island Bay school. Click here for 
for the video link. 

§ The official NZ dawn service, at 6am, will be 
broadcast on Radio NZ National . The service 
includes the Last Post, National Anthems, and 
an address by Ron Mark, Minister of Defence 
and Veterans. 

§ A special Anzac Day programme will be shown 
at 11am on TVNZ 1 or TVNZ On Demand. 

Other ways to be involved: 

§ Join the #StandAtDawn campaign. At 6am on 
Saturday 25 April, stand at your letterbox, at the 
front door, in your lounge rooms, balconies, in 
your driveway. Wherever you are in the world, 
stand with us and take a moment to remember 
our fallen ð but please stay within your ôbubbleõ.  

§ Lay a virtual poppy at Auckland Museumõs 
Online Cenotaph for a loved one or for one of 
more than 235,000 New Zealand service men 
and women represented there 

§ Take part in Anzac-related activities in your 
home, including making a poppy and decorating 
your letterbox. For family-friendly ideas, click the 
link here.  
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