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St Mary of the Angels Church 
MASSES 

Sunday 7am, 9am, 11am, 5pm 
Mon-Fri 7.30am, 12.05pm, 5.15pm 
Saturday 11am 
Mass of Anointing - 4th Sat of the month
ADORATION 

Mon-Fri 6.30am - 7.20am 
Friday 11am - Noon 
RECONCILIATION 

Mon-Thurs 11.30am - Noon 
12.30pm - lpm 
4.30pm- 5pm 

Friday 11am -11.S0am 
12.30pm - 1pm 
4.30pm-5pm 

Saturday 10.30am - 10.55am 

4pm - 5pm 

St Joseph's Church 
MASSES 

Sunday 9.30am 
Tuesday 8.30am 

BAPTISMS 
St Mary of the Angels Church 
Baptisms; 2pm, 2nd and 4th Sundays each 
month 
St Joseph's Church 
Baptisms on 3rd Sunday of each month. 
Please arrange through Parish Office. 

27 July 2025, 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

A revolution in two words 

Have you noticed that we never start the Lord's Prayer by saying, "Almighty 
God" or "Lord God," or even just "God"? Instead, we say, "Our Father." The 
creator of the immense universe - all that exists, has ever existed and will ever 
exist - is not far-off and impersonal. Instead, Jesus shows us that God is as 
close to us as our own family members. 
Because we have been praying the Our Father our entire lives, we can easily 
miss how radical this is. Jesus himself prayed._the Psalms with great frequency, 
but none of the 150 Psalms begin with this exclamation of "Father." By 
inviting us to address God as our Father, Jesus frames all our prayer in the 
context of a very personal relationship and tells us that we can speak to God 
with the same tenderness and honesty that we use with our closest friends. 
One of the most challenging parts of the Lord's Prayer is that first little word: 
We don't say my Father, but Our Father. 
Don't get me wrong, each of us is still invited to have a personal relationship 
with God, just as each child in a family relates to a parent in a particular way. 
But by praying to Our Father, we're called to leave behind individualistic ways 
of thinking and overcome division by being joined to a community of faith. 
Christian prayer is never simply about me and Jesus. Christian prayer is always 
united with the whole Body of Christ. 
If God is our Father, then all people are our brothers and sisters. That person 
who cut you off in traffic? That politician you cannot stand? That friend or 
work colleague who spoke badly about you behind your back. You and I are 
challenged to believe God is their Father too. 
Our" is not the only sneakily significant word in the Lord's Prayer. There's an 
even smaller, even sneakier, and even more significant word: "as." We ask God 
to forgive our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. We're 
essentially saying that we are in no position to receive God's mercy unless we 
first forgive others. As the Catechism states, "Our petition looks to the future, 
but our response must come first". 
So, we say more in this prayer through those two little words than we may first 
imagine we do. We are saying we never pray alone but always as a member of a 
community, and, we need to forgive others if we want God to forgive us. 
Who knew so much was going on in two little words! What if we lived as 
though what we were praying was true? How different the world might look! 

Fr. Kevin Mowbray sm 
Parish Priest 
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National Shrine Prayer 
E te Atua , Creator of heaven and earth, 

Source of all life, giver of all that is good, 
j We pray for Aotearoa New Zealand 
l And for all who come to her shores and make it their home. l
! We recall with gratitude our forebears in the Faith, I 

I,,,,_

Who dedicated this country to the care of Mary,

\,'::. 
Mother of God, assumed into heaven. 

Pour out your Spirit upon us as we seek to respond to you, 
I Bringing your peace and harmony to this sacred land. 

May we continue to praise you as we carry the Good News 
of Jesus Christ to our brothers and sisters. 

We make this prayer through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
Mary, assumed into heaven; pray for us. 
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Join Us To Celebrate 
THE FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY! 

On August 15th at 6.00pm all the Bishops of Aotearoa New 
Zealand will gather here at St Mary of the Angels to celebrate 
the feast of 'Mary, Mother of God, Assumed into Heaven". 

This is the patronal feast of our country and the feast of our 
church, the National Shrine. Everyone is invited to attend this 
special occasion. Through the intercession of Mary, we will ask 
God, our Father, to continue to shelter our country from 
dissension and discord, from violence and from war, to protect 
us and watch over us. 

After the mass there will be an opportunity to meet our 
Bishops in the church hall where light refreshments will be 
provided. 
Extra car parking will kindly be made available for us by the 
Baptist community in their parking building opposite their 
church in Boulcott St. 

Please mark this date and time in your calendars. 

The Jubilee Prayer 
Father in heaven, 

may the faith you have given us 
in your son, Jesus Christ, 

our brother, 
and the flame of love enkindled 
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
reawaken in us the blessed hope 
for the coming of your kingdom. 

May the grace of the Jubilee 
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope
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a yearning for the 
treasures of heaven. 

May that same grace spread 
the joy and peace of our Redeemer 

throughout the earth. 
To you our God, eternally blessed, 

be glory and praise for ever. 
Amen 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
Program 

The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
programme will commence again on the 4th of 
September for anyone who is interested in joining 
our Catholic Community. 

This programme runs from September to April 
and involves weekly group meetings to learn 
about and discuss our Catholic Faith. 

If anyone is interested in joining this programme 
please make contact with Fr Michael on 
mlyoung@gmajI.com for a meeting before the 
programme starts. 

Registration closes on 28 August 2025. 

ST MARY OF THE ANGELS PARJSH ONGOING MAINTENANCE APPEAL 
I would like to help preserve St Mary of the •\ngcl and St Jo�eph's Churches. 
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