


 

This overview document has been prepared by the Parish Pastoral Council (PPC).

The purpose is to provide a summary of the themes that will guide our thinking and help us to prioritise our mission activities.  There are three broad themes:  

• Sharing our living faith
• Growing in community

• Working for justice and peace.

Please take time to read through this document.  Under each of these themes is a range of activities some already well-established, others yet to be explored.  In early
November, there is to be an update to our parish on two specific matters – our parish properties and the decision about our insurance commitments.  

If you wish to add a comment or need more information, please contact Abby Cummins at the Parish Office: 

Office Manager, Abby Cummins (office.manager@smoa.org.nz) 

Determining the Priorities for our Parish of St Mary of the Angels 



This would include:

1. Looking at how we can best support
people within and outside our
community.

2. Supporting both the formation of and
continuation of parish groups who work
to deepen our understanding of the
causes of injustice, and to offer a
practical hand up to the disadvantaged in
our society.

3. Supporting connections with local and
national organisations who work directly
to support the vulnerable.

4. Supporting the international church
including the mission outreach of the
Society of Mary.

WORKING FOR
JUSTICE & PEACE

This would include:

1. Building community and journeying
together as a participatory church that
recognises our bi-cultural partnership and
our ethnic diversity.

2. Listening to and involving young people,
including young families.

3. Enabling young people to live as
disciples through involvement in spiritual,
service and leadership activities.

4. Developing links to our Catholic
secondary schools.

5. Improving our chaplaincy and support
services to tertiary students in our city.
Making our parish facilities a hub for
Wellington’s young adults. 

SHARING OUR
LIVING FAITH

This would include:

1. Providing regular opportunities for the
celebration of the sacraments, for a variety
of forms of liturgy, for prayer and peaceful
reflection.

2. Encouraging strong lay leadership,
involving women, working to become more
inclusive, educating and forming our
people and building strong relationships
with other Christians and other faiths.

3. Encouraging a spirituality of welcome, of
hospitality and of manaakitanga – to all  

4. Promoting and developing St Mary of
the Angels Church as the National Shrine
of New Zealand; Te Ara a Maria: Mary’s
Way. 

5. Making the care for creation an integral
part of our activities.

GROWING IN
COMMUNITY

This will include: 
1. Sensible management of our material resources and ensuring our Parish is financially viable.

2. Maintaining and enhancing our two beautiful churches where we and the wider Wellington community celebrate our Faith in Jesus Christ.

Careful stewardship should underpin all our priorities. 

Priorities for our Parish of St Mary of the Angels for the Next Fifty Years 
We acknowledge our commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi and those who have passed on the Faith to us.

Objectives
 To provide guidance for decisions that our Parish Pastoral Council,

our priests and our parish committees will be making for the
foreseeable future.

Catholic Archdiocese of Wellington Vision
“We the Catholic people of the Archdiocese of Wellington, challenged to follow Christ,
are called to proclaim the Kingdom of God by celebrating God in our lives, sharing our

living faith, growing in community, and working for justice and peace.”








