
 

 

5 September 2021, 23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

We all know of tragic cases of Children who are shut up in themselves because 
they are blind, deaf and dumb from birth. The devotion and skill of language 
specialists sometimes succeeds in opening the disabled ones to a world of signs 
and speech. But what happens when the eyes, the ears and the tongue of the 
heart are blocked?  How many people, how many married couples there are who 
do not understand each other, who no longer speak. How many dialogues of the 
deaf there are between persons, groups, institutions or nations, where there no 
longer exists mutual trust, acceptance of the other in their weakness and esteem 
for the other person’s precious qualities. 

Situations like this help us to understand the symbolic meaning of the healing of 
the deaf mute. Faced with a chosen people who have become deaf to Jesus’ 
preaching who no longer listen to His appeals to change their lives. Jesus has 
come to open the eyes of the blind, to unstop the ears of the deaf. He wishes all 
to be responsible people capable of listening and entering into the dialogue of 
salvation which the covenant between God and his people sets up. Jesus 
challenges the closed minds and the self-sufficiency of the rich, the powerful 
and the proud. He takes issues with our own complacency and egoism each time 
the Gospel is proclaimed. To all of us he commands: ’Be opened”! 

Be opened, to hear and take to heart the teaching of the Gospel! Be opened to 
declare our faith with our whole life! Be opened to allow our, “Our Father” to 
be expressed in our works! If this was really so our lives would be better. What 
honour they would confer on Jesus Christ! The whole world could not resist 
declaring: “He has done all things well: He makes the deaf hear and the dumb 
speak”. 

The Gospel teaches us to treat all disabled people, ourselves included with 

respect for we are all children of God. No matter who we are, when we 

approach Jesus, we can expect (tender loving care). May the Lord Jesus open 

our eyes so that we can see His goodness. May He loosen our tongues so that 

we can always praise the Lord, for His love and mercy endures forever. 

Sister Frances Gibbs—Pastoral Worker 

SMOA Church App 
If you haven’t already downloaded our new Parish App onto your smart 
phone, please do! On the app, you’ll be able to view the newsletters, Mass 
times, upcoming events and more. You will also have the option to receive 
alert notifications, particularly if you are a part of a Parish group or ministry. 
To download the app, follow the steps below: 
1. Go to your App Store or Google Play Store and search 

“ChurchAppsNZ” 
2. Download the app, and then select St Mary of the Angels as a Parish 
3. The app will then prompt you to select which “alert groups” you want 

to be a part of. Select as many or as few of these groups as you like. You 
will be able to change this later if you need to. 

If you need any help setting this up, please do not hesitate to contact Abby 
at the parish office. 

Parish Priest  
Fr Kevin Mowbray SM 
parish.priest@smoa.org.nz  

Assistant Priest  
Fr Joe Savesi SM 
dennys4life@hotmail.com 

Pastoral Worker  
Sr Frances Gibbs CSB  

Director of Music  
William McElwee  
wmcelweemusic@gmail.com 

Parish Accountant 
accounts@smoa.org.nz  

St Mary of the Angels Church Office 
office.manager@smoa.org.nz 
04 473 8074 

St Joseph’s Church Office 
st.josephs.office@xtra.co.nz 
04 385 0915 
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St Mary of the Angels Church 
MASSES  
Sunday 7am, 9am, 11am, 5pm 
Mon-Fri 7.30am, 12.05pm, 5.15pm  
Saturday  11am 
EACH MONTH  
4th Saturday -Anointing Mass– 11am 
ADORATION  
Mon-Fri 6.30am - 7.20am  

Friday  11am - Noon 
RECONCILIATION  
Mon-Thurs  11.30am - Noon 
 12.30pm - 1pm 
 4.30pm - 5pm  
Friday  11am - 11.50pm   
 12.30pm - 1pm  
 4.30pm - 5pm  
Saturday  10.30am - 10.55am 
 4pm - 5pm 
St Joseph’s Church 
MASSES  
Sunday 9am 
Tuesday 8.30am 

BAPTISMS 
Baptisms will be held only on the 2nd and 
4th Sunday’s of the month at 2pm. Please 
contact the Parish Office if you are 
interested.  

Including St Joseph’s Church 

Part Time Parish Manger Role—Ohariu 

St Francis of Assisi Ohariu Parish is seeking a Part-Time Parish Manager to 
work collaboratively with the Parish’s office team, parish leadership and 
volunteers. The role is approximately 20 hours per week - open to 
negotiation. For more information or to apply online visit http://
stfrancisohariu.nz/updates/vacancies/  
Alternatively you can email office@stfrancisohariu.nz or 
thomas0davis@gmail.com 

Church and Parish Office 

There will be no Masses and the Church will remain closed as gatherings are 
limited to 10 people. The Parish office staff are working remotely and can be 
contacted by email. If you need to contact any of the Parish staff at St Mary of 
the Angels and/or St Joseph's, please email office.manager@smoa.org.nz. We 
do not have access to both Church Office phones or voicemail until we move 
down the alert levels.  

Parish Liturgy, Music and Pastoral Life—POSTPONED 

For all involved in those parts of Parish life. Due to be held at the 
Palmerston North at the Diocesan Centre in early September, this has now 
been POSTPONED until October 29-31.  With Fr Joe Grayland, Fr Phil 
Cody, musician Judith Courtney & others. For more information John 
Dalgety 027 338 3576 

Book Presentation & Discussion—POSTPONED 

The book presentation for "Searching for Rewi Alley: A Communist in the 
Family" will be presented by Author and parishioner Elspeth Sandys. This 
event has been postponed until a later date when there is a change in alert 
levels, the date will be advertised in the newsletter. 
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Mass has been offered for: 

Recently deceased: Simon Lai, Bernadette Hyland, Neil Williams, Margaret Reidy, Fr Don Morrison,  

Anniversaries: Judith Mary Balir, Carmel Pledger, Marie McWilliams, Fr Regis O'Reilly, Gerry Zuccollo, Pip 

 Baxter 

Prayers for the Sick: Patricia O’Rourke, Noreen Kirwan, Shan Fonseka, Peter Aldridge, Geoff Sweet, Dianne Sweet, 
Losalia Leo, John Mora, Kerry Barber, Pam Finlayson, Francisca Sparnaay, Brendan Gilmore, 
Barbara and Vic Stairs, Shirley Mahony, Samara Jamed, Bill Carroll, Barbara Jones, Mary 
Buchanan, Bill McLaughlin, Robert Armstrong 
Please remember these and any others in the Parish who are ill. If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with 
Holy Communion, please contact Sister Frances at the parish office. 

Last Week’s Collection 

Automatic Payments:  $3,550 

Total: $3,550 

$509K 

Responsorial Psalm 145 

R. Praise the Lord, my soul! 

It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,  
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free.  R. 

It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 
who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord who loves the just, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger.  R. 

The Lord upholds the widow and orphan, 
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. R. 

This Week’s Readings 

First Reading: Isaiah  35:4-7 
Then the ears of the deaf shall be opened and the tongues of the 
dumb speak.   

Second Reading: James 2:1-5 
Has not God chosen the poor of the world to inherit the kingdom?  

Gospel: Mark 7:31-37 
He makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.   

Next Week’s Readings 

First Reading: Isaiah 50:5-9 
Psalm: 114 
Second Reading: James  2:14-18 
Gospel: Mark 8:27-35 

Pa Maria Marist Spirituality Centre 

“Revelation – the First and the Last”: a spiritual 
theology course presented by Michael Young SM. 
Begins Thursday 9 September at 7.30pm and runs for 
10 weeks. Cost: $50. For more information and/or to 
register please contact Brian Cummings SM at 
bgcummings@xtra.co.nz  

Praise the Lord O my soul.  

Masses Being Livestreamed  

During Alert Level 4 
Bishop Steve Lowe (Hamilton) is 
livestreaming Mass everyday at 9am, this can 
be accessed by visiting www.cdh.org.nz/
livestream  
The Christchurch Diocese is also 
livestreaming Mass at 9am everyday, this can 
be accessed by visiting their YouTube 
channel at www.youtube.com/channel/
UCbDyKPjjDeYWfpoz_hSDLfw 

The Auckland Diocese prepares Sunday 
Mass and uploads this to their website the 
night before at 5.30pm. This is also available 
on Shine TV at 2.00pm Sunday—Free-to-air 
TV Channel 25, Sky TV Channel 201. 

Fr Tony from Our Lady of Grace Church, 
Heretaunga intends to live-stream each 
Sunday at 10.30 am until we can gather again 
at LEVEL 1. The link to these Masses is 
https://www.tributes.co.nz/
ViewMyTribute.aspx?id=16621. If you 
missed the Mass (or any future ones they are 
available if you chose the link 
‘LIVESTREAM’ 

Our Lady of Kapiti are livestreaming Mass 
on Sunday at 9.30am. This can be accessed 
by visiting their website at https://kapiti-
catholic.org.nz/kapiti/mass-times 

Urgent Help Needed for People 

Coming From Afghanistan  

As part of the planned resettlement of some Af-
ghan families into NZ a group of the new arrivals 
will be settling in Wellington.  The actual details of 
when the families will arrive have not been con-
firmed. In preparation for meeting the needs of 
the Wellington bound families, a call has gone out 
to all parish communities to help with finding suit-
able rental accommodation. Stable housing is a key 
way families can settle well in the Wellington re-
gion.  

Please contact Catholic Social Services if you 
can help with-  

1. Rental housing  

2. Household and/or pantry items  

3. Basic furniture eg. beds, drawers, dining 
 table  

please contact Paul Alsford at Catholic Social Ser-
vices on 021 754 145 or email  
p.alsford@wn-catholicsocialservices.org.nz 

Wellington South and St Mary of the Angels 
Parish Social Justice Group- initiative to help 
with the setting up of houses for Afghan fami-
lies. Once we have confirmed details of any new 
Afghan families who will be coming to Wellington 
as part of this re settlement programme our Wel-
lington South/SMOA Social Justice Group will 
send out a list of specific household items still 
needed e g. linen, bedding and kitchen items and 
food items that are being requested for the fami-
lies. The intention being that parishioners who are 
willing to assist commit to providing a specific 
item from a designated list of detail goods for a 
household. 

John Feeney/Susan Johnson– Social Justice Group 
johnsonfeeney@gmail.com  
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