For Your Diaries: 2020
5-6, 19-20 September, Human Love in the Divine Plan (Theology of the
Body)
First intake in Wellington! Courses for young adults (ages 18-35 years) on the
5 and 6 September, and for adults on 19 and 20 September. Held at
Challenge 2000, 1 Wanaka St, Johnsonville. Contact 0220289737 or email
info@marriageandfamily.org.nz for more information.
6-12 September, Social Justice Week
Each year in September, the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference give
us Social Justice Week to consider an issue of social justice in New Zealand.
This year the theme is Easy as CST: Unlocking the Church’s Potential. Let’s
take this opportunity to delve deeper into our Church’s social teaching and
consdier how we promote love, peace and justice. For resources and more
information, visit: www.caritas.org.nz/parishes/social-justice-week
20 September, I Want To Sing With You Concert
Fr Chris Skinner SM will be presenting a concert at Our Lady of Kāpiti
Church from 2-4pm, with an interlude from Kāpiti Senior Singers. Tickets
are $25 are available to buy from their parish office at (04) 902 8515 or
oloktickets@gmail.com

Donating to the Parish
We encourage you to support the life and ministry of St Mary
of the Angels through making your weekly offering by direct
debit. Direct debit contributions make it easier for us to plan
our activities and to budget for expenses more accurately. If
you would like to sign up to our planned giving programme,
please contact the parish office at (04) 473 8074 or
smoaoffice@xtra.co.nz for more information. Thank you for
considering this possibility.
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30 August 2020, 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
FOLLOW CHRIST; NOT LEAD CHRIST
How quickly the mighty fall! Only last week we rejoiced in the gift of
understanding given to Peter (MT 16;13-20). Today we read of his failure and
his being cursed. Last week we read of his being the rock upon which the
Church was founded; today we read of his being the stone over which Jesus
might stumble on his way to the Cross. Peter is always "rock", but he can be
a rock upon which the Church can be founded, or a rock which leads it to
stumble.
In today's Gospel the story-teller goes to some trouble to show that Peter
physically attempts to block Jesus' journey to Jerusalem. It is not only a
question of sharp words of disagreement. It is that, but it is more: "Taking
him aside, Peter started to remonstrate with him" (Mt 16:22). His actions
and his words lead Jesus to address him as a stone over which he might
stumble. Peter must take the place assigned to all true disciples: behind Jesus,
following him towards Jerusalem: "Get behind me" (v.23).

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. However, he is not only
that. He is also the Son of Man. He is among us as the one who serves, and
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There is also the further danger that, like Peter, the disciple might run the risk
of telling Jesus the direction to take. Most of us would like God and His Son
to be with us as we direct our own lives and establish our own agendas.
Disciples must be followers of Jesus, never people who try to tell Jesus which
way he must go. Thus, the disciple is also called to take up his/her cross and
follow Jesus (vv.24-25). As Christ and Son of the living God, Jesus will
ultimately be victorious through his loving gift of himself. However, such a
victory belongs only to those who have been prepared to follow him down the
way of the Son of Man. All of us, like Jesus, yearn for the glory that can be
ours; but we are often not ready to pay the price of unconditional love.
Fr Joe Savesi sm
—Assistant Priest

Responsorial Psalm 62

This Week’s Readings
R.

First Reading
Jeremiah
20:7-9
The word of the Lord God has meant derision for me.

O God, you are my God, for you I long;
for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you
like a dry, weary land without water. R

Second Reading
Romans
12:-1-2
May you present your bodies as a living sacrifice.
Gospel Reading
Matthew
16:21-27
Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself.

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary
to see your strength and your glory.
For your love is better than life,
my lips will speak your praise. R

Next Week’s Readings
First Reading
Psalm
Second Reading
Gospel Reading

Ezekiel
94
Romans
Matthew

33:7-9

So I will bless you all my life,
in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
my mouth shall praise you with joy. R

13:8-10
18:15-20

Last Sunday’s Collection
Sunday Collection:
Automatic Payments:

My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

$2965

For you have been my help;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.
My soul clings to you;
your right hand holds me fast. R

Total: $2965
Online Masses
Readings

Sunday Mass, 9am | Archdiocese of Wellington
www.youtube.com/c/MCSHWellington

The full Readings for the 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
(Sunday 30 August) can be found at this link:
https://universalis.com/20200830/mass.htm

For up to date information regarding the
church during this time, visit our webpage:
www.smoa.org.nz/covid19updates/

Mass has been offered for:
Recently Deceased: Joan Ciurlionis, Ngaire Leahy, Peter Aston
Anniversaries:
Brett Gray, Louis Hannan, Brian Stempa, Patricia Smith, Judith Mary Blair
Prayers for the Sick: Peter Aldridge, Tony Crawley, John Adams, Geoff Sweet, Dianne Sweet, Losalia Leo, John
Foden, John Mora, Kerry Barber, Pam Finlayson, Paul and Francisca Sparnaay, Brendan
Gilmore, Pat Johnson, Barbara and Vic Stairs, Shirley Mahony, Doug Matthews, Carol
Armstrong
Please remember these and any others in the Parish who are ill. If you know of anyone confined to their home or who needs a visit with
Holy Communion, please contact Sister Frances at the parish office.

Social Justice Week: 6-12 September
Each year in September, the New Zealand Catholic Bishops
Conference give us Social Justice Week to consider an issue
of social justice in New Zealand. This year the theme is Easy
as CST: Unlocking the Church’s Potential. Let us take this
opportunity to delve deeper into our Church’s social
teaching and consdier how we promote love, peace and
justice. For resources and more information, visit:
www.caritas.org.nz/parishes/social-justice-week

Zoom Series: Mary, the Mother of God – A
Contemporary Understanding of Mary
An online Zoom series with Br Kieran Fenn, who has a
wonderful way to bring Scripture alive. It started on
Monday 24 August at 7pm and will run for 5 more
consecutive Mondays. The sessions are connected but also
stand alone. Fee is $25 per session. Special fees for groups
of more than 2 persons. For more information and
registration, email info@studyjoy.nz

Compassion Soup Kitchen Annual Appeal
On Friday 11 September the Compassion Soup Kitchen is
holding its annual Street Appeal. We are in urgent need of
collectors on the street for the day, if you can spare a couple
of hours on 11th September, please get in touch
at volunteers@compassion.org.nz. Alternatively, let us know
if you're able to do a fundraiser or have a collection bucket
at your workplace!

Vacancy: Catholic Leadership Institute
Te Kupenga–Catholic Leadership Institute is seeking a
Marketing and Business Development Advisor to build
the profile of the organisation, which was formed on 1
January by the merger of Good Shepherd College and The
Catholic Institute (TCI). The role is Auckland-based and
fixed term full-time for two years. The full details are
available at: www.seek.co.nz/job/50415919

St Mary's College Enrolments
St Mary’s College has a small number of places available
for Preference students in Year 9, 12 and 13 for 2021. Please
phone the school office on 473 5554 or see our website for
further information:
www.stmw.school.nz/SMC-Parents/Enrolments-Fees/
Enrolments-Fees

Spiritual Communion Prayer
My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy
Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive
You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite
myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen

Archdiocese of Wellington Election Forum
on environmental and climate change
issues
This event is going ahead as a livestreamed event on
Tuesday 1 September from 6-8pm. Please note we
are no longer holding a public meeting. We invite you
to join us from home in viewing live as young people
of the Archdiocese question political party
representatives about their environmental and
climate change policies at https://youtu.be/DpogGva3_M. The discussion will be chaired by Dr Areti
Metuamate of Te Kupenga – Catholic Leadership Institute
and there will be an opening address by Cardinal
John Dew. The video will also be available for
viewing following the event. For more information,
please contact Lisa Beech – Ecology, Justice and
Peace Advisor on l.beech@wn.catholic.org.nz

Human Love in the Divine Plan
(Theology of the Body)
First intake in Wellington! Courses for Young Adults
(aged 18-35 years) on 5-6 September, and for over
35s on 19-20 September. The courses will be run by
Maria Pais, who completed a Masters in Theology
(Marriage and Family) from the John Paul Institute
on Marriage and Family, Australia and who has been
running TOB courses since 2012. The venue will be
Challenge 2000 at 1 Wanaka St, Johnsonville. General
Registration: $50.00. Contact 0220289737 or
email info@marriageandfamily.org.nz for more
information.

