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The Year in Brief 

This has been another extraordinary year for the Friends of St Mary of the Angels 
Charitable Trust.  For a second year the Trust Board, which is charged with the 
responsibility of managing the resources available for the preservation and 
maintenance of the church building, has continued its work very much in the 
background while the focus and energy of the church community, led by Fr Barry, has 
been directed to funding the work necessary to save St Mary of the Angels from the 
destructive peril of earthquake. 

Parishioners will recall that when the church building was closed in July 2013, the work 
of design and planning the remedial work was already well advanced.  Prior to the 
church's closure that plan was being developed in two major stages.  Since the church 
was closed the end goal has always been to achieve the whole of the strengthening 
project since it cannot be re-opened until all of the work has been accomplished.  And 
the key to achieving that was, and is, raising the necessary funds. 

Although the Trust Board is not itself directly tasked with funding the seismic 
strengthening, members of the Board have worked closely with Fr Barry through the 
year as he has led the fundraising effort which was launched so very positively at a 
cocktail function at Parliament Buildings on 7 August last.  The first target was to raise 
at least one-third of the total cost ($3.2m) so that applications could be made to the 
NZ Lotteries Board and that was achieved early in 2015. 

And I thank all the Members of the Trust, and all who have contributed so generously 
to the work of the Trust for your continuing support and your dedication to St Mary of 
the Angels.  Be assured that your generosity and dedication will continue to be tested 
in the year ahead. 

 

 



 

 

By the time of the AGM Fr Barry will have reported to the parish community on the 
success of those applications in the 2015 round of allocations. 

The Board acknowledges the expert and painstaking work undertaken on behalf of the 
parish by Nancy McIntosh-Ward who, with Fr Barry, prepared the complex detailed 
paperwork necessary to support the Lotteries applications, and whose advice and input 
on fundraising measures has been invaluable. 

We also acknowledge the guidance and financial support given to the Parish by the 
Archdiocese and by Cardinal John in person.  And we acknowledge the support and 
encouragement given to Fr Barry and to the Parish by the Society of Mary. 

With confirmation of the first one-third of funding, the granting of building and resource 
consents by the beginning of the year, and the formal approval of our Cardinal 
Archbishop, work was able to be started in March following a special liturgy in the 
church on St Patrick's Day.  That work is now well advanced and a member of the 
construction/design team will be invited to make a presentation to the AGM on the 
work already underway.   

The Board will wish to publicly acknowledge the contribution in so many ways of L T 
McGuiness Ltd, our contractor, and members of the McGuiness family personally, for 
the central role they have in bringing this project to reality.  

The Trust's Finances 

The Annual Accounts and Statement of Financial Performance with the Auditor's Report 
for the financial year ended 31 March 2015 will have been sent out to Trust Members 
prior to the AGM. 

Total income amounted to $196,131(including donations specifically for seismic 
strengthening of $177,980) a very significant increase over the total income for the 
preceding year.  The majority of donations for seismic strengthening are made direct to 
the Parish and do not pass through the accounts of the Friends' Trust.  Even so, the 
Trust has been able to make a direct grant to the Parish of $182,000 specifically for 
seismic strengthening in the past financial year. 

I acknowledge the dedicated work of our Parish Accountant, Jeanette Temelo, and the 
skilled oversight of our Treasurer Stephen Lucy for the careful management of the 
Trust's finances and records through the year, including the not insignificant task of 
presenting accounts to Auditors. 

Changes in Personnel 

During 2014 we farewelled Henry Ward after many years’ service on the Trust Board.  
He is yet to be replaced by another appointment from the Archbishop. 

In the meantime the Board has been joined by Gay O'Sullivan as a Parish Priest's 
appointment.  Gay brings to work of the Trust her own invaluable perspective and the 
skills and experience of her involvement in the Wellington community and commercial 
economy.  

 



 

 

Conclusion 

While 2013/4 saw the closure of St Mary of the Angels, 2014/5 has seen work already 
begun to strengthen and preserve the church for generations to come.  Now that work 
has commenced, it is inconceivable that it will not be completed as planned.  Yet all 
involved know that will require another huge fundraising effort, along with the prayer, 
faith and hope that has sustained the project to date. 

I record once again my thanks, and my admiration, for Fr Barry Scannell for his 
continuing and seemingly tireless efforts on behalf of the Parish, the people and the 
community of St Mary of the Angels.  I cannot imagine anyone else capable of leading 
the Parish through these testing times as does Fr Barry. 

I thank my fellow Trustees for their work and support through the year.  I know I risk 
his censure for singling him out, but will nevertheless acknowledge James Young in 
particular for all that I know he has done to support Fr Barry, and especially his 
fundraising work. 

 

Geoffrey Ellis 

 

 

Chairman 
Friends of St Mary of the Angels Charitable Trust 
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Annual General Meeting 

 
 
Date:  Sunday, 6 September 2015 
Time:  1.30pm  
Venue:  SMOA Parish Hall, Boulcott Street, Wellington  

 
 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
 
1. Opening Prayer  
 
2. Apologies  
 
3. Introduction of Trustees  
 
4. Confirmation of 2014/2015 AGM Minutes  
 
5. Matters Arising  
 
6. Chairman's Annual Report  
 
7. Trust Annual Accounts  
 
8. Adoption of Annual Report and Accounts  
 
9. Appointment of Auditor / Remuneration  
 
10. General Business  
 
 
After the formal business of the AGM there will be an update on progress of the seismic 
strengthening work already well underway in the church.  
 
 
To be followed by some light refreshments. 



 

 

THE FRIENDS OF ST MARY OF THE ANGELS 

CHARITABLE TRUST 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Sunday 31 August 2014 

Present: The meeting was well attended by many loyal members of the Trust, 
Parishioners and Friends including: Paul and Frances Sparnaay, Leo and Mary 
Buchanan, Paul and Noni Beres, Bernadette Coup, Kathleen Apostolakis, Chris 
McCarthy, Michael Dunn, Mike and Gay O'Sullivan, Suzanne O'Rourke, Vonnie Nunns, 
John Kennedy-Good, Jim Meecham, Geoff Ellis, James Young, John Moynihan, Sr 
Frances Gibbs, Fr Tom O'Connor, Fr Barry Scannell 

Apologies: Apologies were recorded for Stephen Lucy, Peter and Jill 
Hartstonge, Simon Manning, Yolanda Stipkovits, Robert Oliver, Gerard, Stephanie, and 
Patricia McGreevy, and Shaun Leahy. 

1.  Introduction of Trustees:  Geoff Ellis chaired the meeting and introduced 
the other trustees present.  The retirement from the Trust Board of Henry Ward was 
noted and his contribution acknowledged. 

2.  Confirmation of Previous Minutes:  The meeting resolved that the Minutes 
of the previous AGM held on 21 July 2013 should be taken as read and be confirmed: 
(Frances Sparnaay/James Young) 

3.  Matters arising:  There were no specific matters arising from the previous 
minutes. 

4.  Annual Report:  The Chairman spoke briefly to his Annual Report noting 
changes in the personnel of the Trust Board and in particular remarking on the 
retirement from the Board of Henry Ward, a long-standing appointee by the 
Archbishop, and commenting on his very significant contribution to the work of the 
Trust in a number of roles.  Attention was drawn to the healthy state of the Annual 
accounts and also to the looming commitments facing the Parish in respect of the 
seismic strengthening project. 

5.  Annual Accounts:  The audited annual accounts had been sent out w ith the 
Annual Report and notice of the AGM along with the Auditor's notes. 

6.  Adoption of Annual Report and Annual Accounts:  The meeting resolved 
that the Annual Report and Annual Accounts should be received and accepted: (John 
Kennedy-Good/Paul Sparnaay) 

7.  Appointment of Auditor:  The Trust's Rules requiring that the AGM should 
appoint and fix the remuneration for the Auditor for the following year, the meeting 
resolved that the auditor for the 2014/2015 year be Kendons Audit Partnership at a 
figure to be approved at the discretion of the Trust Board (within a reasonable margin 
of the indicated figure of $1100):  

(Geoff Ellis/Paul Sparnaay) 



 

 

 

8.  General Business:  The Trustees had not received notice of any matter of 
general business to be raised.  There was however general discussion of the 
Fundraising Effort underway following the very successful launch at Parliament on 7 
August, just prior to the AGM and the progress of planning work towards obtaining of 
resource and building consents.   

 

Both the Chairman and Fr Barry spoke of the work already being done and intended 
initiatives for the coming year with emphasis on positioning the Parish to make its 
applications to the Lotteries Board early in the new year. 

 

Once again the Chairman acknowledged the leadership of Fr Barry Scannell both in the 
faith and prayer life of the Parish and, in a very practical sense, in the hard work of the 
seismic strengthening project.  As a practical demonstration of Fr Barry's 'hands-on' 
approach, and anticipating the commencement of construction work in the near future, 
he was presented with a personalised safety helmet. 

 

 

The AGM closed with a prayer. 

Signed as approved Minutes 

 

 

Chairman: 

Date: 


