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The Year in Brief 

Those who were at the AGM on 21 July 2013 will remember that it was on that afternoon the first of two major 

earthquake events shook Wellington.  We had just heard Brian McGuinness outlining the plans for the two stages 

of the strengthening project decided upon by the professional consulting team and approved by the Archbishop 

subject to funding.  That AGM closed with a spirit of energised optimism that the preservation of the Church was 

an achievable reality within a realistic timeframe – while the church remained open to both Parish and community. 

Then the decision was taken to close the Church, a decision soon vindicated by the engineering tests and  

evaluation which revealed structural weaknesses worse even than previously assessed.  The church closure was the 

catalyst for renewed effort on two fronts; by the project planning and construction team developing and costing a 

more direct approach to the strengthening work, and by the Parish under Fr Barry Scannell’s leadership  

developing a fundraising strategy. 

The outstanding work by the project team, led by Brian McGuinness, has been presented to the Archbishop and 

to the Parish at several meetings where the professionals spoke to the plans for the work in two stages.  Stage 1 

addresses the key structural weaknesses and includes foundation works, ground anchors, floor slab and shear walls 

and has been costed at $2.825million.  Stage 2 will include replacement of portal arches, new roof structures, 

strengthening of the towers and making good of heritage features (e.g. stained glass windows) and has been  

costed at $6.5million. 

As many Members will already know, the Fundraising appeal was officially launched at a cocktail function at  

Parliament Buildings on Thursday 7 August hosted by Arts and Culture Minister Chris Finlayson.  

Copies of the brochure will be available at the AGM for those who have not yet seen it and members of the Trust 

Executive will be able to speak of the Fundraising campaign. 

 

The Trust's Finances 

The Annual Accounts and Statement of Financial Performance, with the Auditor’s report for the financial year 

ended 31 March 2014 were presented to our June Trust Board meeting and have been sent out to Trust Members 

prior to the AGM. 

Total income amounted to $110,292 (significantly up from $57,122 in 2013 – which was in turn significantly  

higher than the preceding year).  The rise in income reflects the early response of the community to the closing of 

the church and growing awareness of the urgency of funding the strengthening work.  Some major donations to 

the Seismic Strengthening fund are included in the income figure and many more significant donations have been 

received since. 
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A ‘one-off’ contribution of $20,000 was made by the Trust to the Parish Finance Committee towards the Parish 

proportion of the Archdiocesan Insurance premium for the year.  Such was the increase in the insurance premium 

that the Parish’s portion could not have been met otherwise, but the Trust has made it clear that other insurance 

arrangements will have to be made for future years. 

I acknowledge the continuing careful oversight of our Treasurer, Stephen Lucy, the attentive management of the 

Parish administrative staff, and the generosity of our many donors and benefactors during 2014.  All of their  

resources, and the depth of that generosity will surely be tested in the year ahead.  

 

Changes in Personnel 

During 2014 Henry Ward retired from the Trust Board following his move to the Kapiti coast.  Henry was  

appointed to the Board by the Archbishop and has given dedicated service to the Trust and to the Parish for many 

years and his breadth of knowledge, experience and acquaintance are notably missed.  Henry’s contribution was 

acknowledged at a small function after our April meeting, and I take this opportunity to record a public vote of 

thanks to Henry.  Thank you, Henry.  Archbishop John Dew has been asked to nominate a replacement member. 

We are hoping to announce soon the appointment of another Trust Board member on the nomination of Fr Barry 

Scannell, and that appointment will bring the Trust Board back to full strength. 

As in previous years, I want to acknowledge the tireless work done in the Parish Office by Jeanette Temelo, the 

Parish Accountant who is responsible for day to day management of the financial accounts, and Olivia Webb, the 

Parish Secretary who handles the practical administration of the Trust and the Parish Office.. 

 

Conclusion 

This has been a dramatic year for St Mary of the Angels.  The Parish community has been put to a severe test by 

the closure of the church and the seeming enormity of the challenge ahead.  Yet it has also been an exciting and 

invigorating year as so many people have swung into action developing a co-ordinated response to the challenge 

which demonstrates that it is achievable and will be effective. 

The preservation of our beautiful church is not merely desirable, it is essential for the maintenance and growth of 

the central city Catholic community, and to the cultural heritage of the whole of Wellington. 

Now, more than ever before since the construction of the church under Fr Stanislaus Mahony nearly one hundred 

years ago, we must rely on the unfailing generosity of parishioners, of Wellingtonians, of New Zealanders and  

others to show that they are indeed Friends of St Mary of the Angels. 

Once again I record my thanks to Fr Barry Scannell, and my fellow Trustees, for the work you have done through 

a difficult year.  I thank all the Members of the Trust for the continuing support that you give us and for your  

ongoing commitment to St Mary of the Angels. And on behalf of the Trust and the Parish I thank all those who 

have contributed so generously through this year, and those who are even now planning their contribution to the 

marvellous work ahead. 

 

 

Geoffrey Ellis 

Chairman 
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