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Donating to the Parish  
We encourage you to support the life and ministry of St Mary 
of the Angels through making your weekly offering by direct 
debit. Direct debit contributions make it easier for us to plan 
our activities and to budget for expenses more accurately. If 
you would like to sign up to our planned giving programme, 
please contact the parish office at (04) 473 8074 or 
smoaoffice@xtra.co.nz for more information. Thank you for 
considering this possibility. 

For Your Diaries: 2020  

6-12 September, Social Justice Week 
Each year in September, the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference give 
us Social Justice Week to consider an issue of social justice in New Zealand. 
This year the theme is Easy as CST: Unlocking the Churchõs Potential. Letõs 
take this opportunity to delve deeper into our Churchõs social teaching and 
consdier how we promote love, peace and justice. For resources and more 
information, visit: www.caritas.org.nz/parishes/social-justice-week 

17 September, Joshua Menõs Fellowship 
Come and join other men at ôLoaves and Fishesõ next to the Angelican 
Cathedral of St Paul (corner Hill and Molesworth Streets). A cuppa available 
from 7pm for a 7:30pm start. The speaker will be Jane Sutherland sharing an 
amazing story of forgiveness òForgive a little/love a little; forgive a lot/love a lot.ó 
Want to know more? Contact Steve Ready by calling 027 356 9555 or email 
joshua.wgtn@gmail.com 

20 September, I Want To Sing With You Concert 
Fr Chris Skinner SM will be presenting a concert at Our Lady of Kńpiti 
Church from 2-4pm, with an interlude from Kńpiti Senior Singers. Tickets 
are $25 are available to buy from their parish office at (04) 902 8515 or 
oloktickets@gmail.com 

Todayõs Gospel speaks very much of forgiveness. Is anything different now? 

Jesus in todayõs Gospel is reminding us that as a church community we are 

responsible for each other. One of our tasks of love may be in correcting 

someone. Not an easy task!  

We all know that our communities, church groups, family life, and other 

organisations are laden with all kinds of conflict. These can be the heaviest of 

crosses. The hurts and bickering, we are all familiar with these. Forgiveness on 

the part of the other can become difficult, or even outright rejection. 

Correction is also a spiritual work of mercy when it comes from real charity. 

We are confronted with the question õwhat  is there left to do?ó 

The first step towards reconciliation is to listen. Sometimes what we hear is 

not actually what was said.  Listening  is the first step in reaching out to the 

other- often painful, but necessary for any hope of reconciliation, forgiveness 

and peace. If a relationship is important, we need to swallow our pride! 

The next step is to involve two or three others. Most people do this first, 

unfortunately. This can be for our own protection and may mean taking it to 

higher authorities. 

Reconciliation is the key to healing rifts and conflicts. The process is made 

easier by the knowledge that God is with us if we gather in His name during 

the process. God sustains us even when we feel no hope. When a community 

works to settle disputes, Christ is in their midst working to achieve the same 

result. 

The reconciliation process is helped by prayer. When in a conflict we need to 

seek direction in prayer. We have many opportunities here at St Mary of the 

Angels. The Lord tells us to pray, and get others to pray with us and for us. 

òWhere two or three are gathered, there am I in their midstó. It is all about 

being accountable to others for the power we hold; using the power of Godõs 

kingdom to care for the least and most vulnerable.  Let us pray for each other 

for peace and harmony in our lives. 

 

ñSister Frances Gibbs CSB 

Pastoral Worker 
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