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Donating to the Parish  
We encourage you to support the life and ministry of St Mary 
of the Angels through making your weekly offering by direct 
debit. Direct debit contributions make it easier for us to plan 
our activities and to budget for expenses more accurately. If 
you would like to sign up to our planned giving programme, 
please contact the parish office at (04) 473 8074 or 
smoaoffice@xtra.co.nz for more information. Thank you for 
considering this possibility. 

For Your Diaries: 2020  
5-6, 19-20 September, Human Love in the Divine Plan (Theology of the 
Body) 
First intake in Wellington! Courses for young adults (ages 18-35 years) on the 
5 and 6 September, and for adults on 19 and 20 September. Held at 
Challenge 2000, 1 Wanaka St, Johnsonville. Contact 0220289737 or email 
info@marriageandfamily.org.nz for more information.  

6-12 September, Social Justice Week 
Each year in September, the New Zealand Catholic Bishops Conference give 
us Social Justice Week to consider an issue of social justice in New Zealand. 
This year the theme is Easy as CST: Unlocking the Churchõs Potential. Letõs 
take this opportunity to delve deeper into our Churchõs social teaching and 
consdier how we promote love, peace and justice. For resources and more 
information, visit: www.caritas.org.nz/parishes/social-justice-week 

20 September, I Want To Sing With You Concert 
Fr Chris Skinner SM will be presenting a concert at Our Lady of Kńpiti 
Church from 2-4pm, with an interlude from Kńpiti Senior Singers. Tickets 
are $25 are available to buy from their parish office at (04) 902 8515 or 
oloktickets@gmail.com 

FOLLOW CHRIST; NOT LEAD CHRIST 
 

How quickly the mighty fall!  Only last week we rejoiced in the gift of 
understanding given to Peter (MT 16;13-20).  Today we read of his failure and 
his being cursed.  Last week we read of his being the rock upon which the 
Church was founded; today we read of his being the stone over which Jesus 
might stumble on his way to the Cross.  Peter is always "rock" , but he can be 
a rock upon which the Church can be founded, or a rock which leads it to 
stumble. 
  
In today's Gospel the story-teller goes to some trouble to show that Peter 
physically attempts to block Jesus' journey to Jerusalem.  It is not only a 
question of sharp words of disagreement.  It is that, but it is more: "Taking 
him aside, Peter started to remonstrate with him" (Mt 16:22).  His actions 
and his words lead Jesus to address him as a stone over which he might 
stumble.  Peter must take the place assigned to all true disciples: behind Jesus, 
following him towards Jerusalem: "Get behind me"  (v.23). 
 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God.  However, he is not only 
that.  He is also the Son of Man.  He is among us as the one who serves, and 
who calls us to follow him down his way of loving service and gift of 
self.  There is always the danger that Jesus might be understood as a glorious 
divine figure who somehow passed through the human story and thus saved 
us.  This is a wrong, one-sided understanding of Jesus which neglects his being 
our brother in both our joys and our sufferings. 
 
There is also the further danger that, like Peter, the disciple might run the risk 
of telling Jesus the direction to take.  Most of us would like God and His Son 
to be with us as we direct our own lives and establish our own agendas. 
Disciples must be followers of Jesus, never people who try to tell Jesus which 
way he must go.  Thus, the disciple is also called to take up his/her cross and 
follow Jesus (vv.24-25).  As Christ and Son of the living God, Jesus will 
ultimately be victorious through his loving gift of himself.  However, such a 
victory belongs only to those who have been prepared to follow him down the 
way of the Son of Man.  All of us, like Jesus, yearn for the glory that can be 
ours; but we are often not ready to pay the price of unconditional love. 
 
Fr Joe Savesi sm 
�³ Assistant Priest 
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